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Filled with the desire for vengeance, the survivors
met to choose a leader. There was at this time in
Servia a certain George Petrovic, better known by his
Turkish name of Kara, or " Black/' George, from his
dark raven locks. Kara George is the hero of modern
Servian history, just as Stephen Dusan was of the
ancient Serb Empire. The son of a peasant, he had
taken part in the abortive rising of 1787, and was
forced to flee for his life with his old father and his
belongings. When they came to the river Save the
father refused to go on, and his son, rather than allow
him to be seized and tortured to death by the Turks,
drew his pistol and shot him dead on the spot. For a
while he served as a volunteer in the Austrian army,
and when the war was over joined the brigands in the
mountains. But under the peaceful sway of Hadji
Mustapha he became a breeder of swine—then, as
now, the staple industry of his country. He grew
rich and respected, though few loved him, for he was
silent and morose ; and, when he was angry, his
temper was terrible. But in battle he towered above
his followers, his eyes sparkled, and his foes fled
before his maimed right hand. He knew his own
weaknesses, and, when his fellow-countrymen asked
him to be their leader, he reminded them of his
violent character. But they refused to listen to his
arguments, and he consented to be their chief. " I
am a simple man/' he told them ; 4i if you disobey me,
I shall not try to enforce my authority by speeches,
I shall kill the disobedient/1 His only brother, whom
he dearly loved, was one cf the first to incur this
punishment. Such was the man to whom modem

